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the apparent satisfaction expressed by Mr. Hawker's
face on Saturday morning was sufficient to express
acquiescence, passive if not active. How far he was
aware of what was proposed, with his brain partly
paralysed, is open to question. However, in the case
of such a sickness, the patient is regarded in the same
light as an infant, and passive acquiescence is ad-
mitted as sufficient to justify the administration of the
sacrament.
Dens, a great authority, in his Theologia Moralis et
Dogmatica, says that in the case of those who are out
of their mind, with no prospect of a lucid interval—
which would, of course, include the period of uncon-
sciousness before death—baptism may be adminis-
tered, if there be reason to conjecture that the patient
desired it when of sound mind. And, as no proofs
are laid down for testing the desire, the rule is a very
elastic one.1
Billuart, however, asserts that, for the sacrament of
penitence, full consciousness is necessary, as an act
of penitence is an essential part of it; so that, though
a man may be baptized who is insane or unconscious,
such a man cannot be absolved. Marchantius, in his
Candelabrum Mysticum, lays down that a man may be
Si vero antequam insanirent, suscipiendi Baptismi desi-
derium ostenderium ostenderint, ac vitae periculum im-
mineat, etiamsi non sint compotes mentis, baptizentur.
Idemque dicendum est de eo, qui lethargo aut phrenesi
laborat, ut tantum vigilans et intelligens baptizetur, nisi
periculum mortis impendeat, si in eo prius apparuerit
Baptismi desiderium.3
1 Dens, Theologia Moralis et Dogmatica, Tract, de Sacra-
mentis in Genere, § 45: *De iis, qui quandoque habuerunt
usum rationis, sed jam eo carent, judicanda est dispositio
secundum voluntatem et dispositionem quam habuerunt
sanse mentis existentes. Observandum tamen, quod, si
aliquando habeant lucida intervalla, tune Sacramentum
eis non sit ministrandum extra necessitatem, nisi dum
mentis compotes sunt.*

